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Purpose 

This report sets out the key findings of the public consultation on the draft 
Homelessness Review and draft Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy and 
Action Plan, and seeks approval to adopt the final documents. 

Recommendation 

That the Board:  

i) Notes the consultation responses to the draft documents and proposed  
amendments to the draft Action Plan 

ii) Adopts the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy and Action 
Plan. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 The Homelessness Act 2002 placed a range of duties on local authorities, 
including the duty to undertake periodic reviews of homelessness in their 
area, and to develop strategies for preventing and tackling homelessness 
based on the outcome of those reviews.  
 

1.2 The Act requires the outcomes of homelessness reviews to be made 
available for public inspection, and that before adopting or modifying a 
homelessness strategy, the local authority must consult. 
  

1.3 Approval was given at the Housing Board held on 09 March 2022, to 
undertake a public consultation on the draft Homelessness Review, draft 
Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy and Action Plan. 
 

  
2.0 Report 

 
2.1 Following a comprehensive review of homelessness in Gosport, the draft 

Homelessness Review, draft Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy 
and Action Plan were subject to a six week period of public consultation, 
between 21 March 2022 and 2 May 2022. 
 

2.2 A variety of methods were used to draw attention to the public consultation 
exercise, and included: 



 

 Online on the council’s consultation web page, and linked to the 
Housing Service web page 

 Social media posts on the council’s Facebook and Twitter accounts 

 Paper copies of the relevant documents available on request  
 

2.3 A total of 35 responses were received. A summary of the comments, 
received together with a proposed response, where appropriate, is 
provided in Appendix A to this report.  
 
Relevant points raised by consultees are already covered within the Action 
Plan, and no comments were received that required an amendment to the 
Strategy. 
 

2.4 An additional action under Priority 1 of the Action Plan, ‘Reduce the current 
and future likely levels of homelessness’, was proposed by the council’s 
Planning Policy team, linking the Housing Services work with Planning and 
Regeneration, as follows: 
 

 Continue to identify a supply of affordable housing sites on council-
owned land, and a programme to deliver them. 
 

 This includes identifying additional sites in the council’s Local Plan and 
identifying opportunities to regenerate existing council-owned housing 
stock with improved sustainability standards and the scope for 
additional capacity, where appropriate. 

 
This suggestion is included in the final version of the Action Plan under 
Priority 1, Action no. 8. 
 

2.5 The consultation responses have been considered to inform the final 
versions of the documents which are included in Appendices B, C and D.  
 

  
3.0 Risk Assessment 

 
3.1 The Homelessness Act 2002 requires local authorities to take strategic 

responsibility for tackling and preventing homelessness in their area. 
 
The adoption of the draft Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy and 
Action Plan will ensure the council has a legally compliant strategy in place 
in accordance with legislation. 
 

3.2 The responses from the consultation did not indicate any inequality of 
protected characteristics as a result of the proposed Strategy and Action 
Plan.  
 
However, the inclusion of the additional action under Priority 1 of the Action 
Plan regarding the supply of affordable housing on council-owned land will 
have some climate change implications. Therefore, an updated Integrated 



Impact Assessment (IIA) has been provided (Appendix E) 
 

  
4.0 Conclusion 

 
4.1 The need for a Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy is evident and 

this has been prepared based on the results of a Homelessness Review. 
The strategy includes an Action Plan which sets out the council’s priorities 
for tackling homelessness and rough sleeping for the next five years.  
 

4.2 Public consultation on the draft Homelessness and Rough Sleeping 
Strategy and Action Plan was approved at the Housing Board held in 
March 2022. The documents were subsequently subject to a six week 
period of public consultation between 21 March 2022 and 09 May 2022. 
 

4.3 Other than the additional action for the Action Plan proposed by the 
council’s Planning Policy team, no matters were raised as a result of public 
consultation that would require any further changes to the documents.  
 

4.4 All other relevant points raised by consultees are already covered within 
the Action Plan. 
 

 

Financial Services comments: N/A 

Legal Services comments: Contained within the report.  The 
Homelessness Review and Homelessness and 
Rough Sleeping Strategy and Action Plan 
ensure that the Council complies with its 
obligations under the Homelessness Act 2002 
and timetables further reviews to facilitate 
continued compliance with the same. 

Equality and Diversity: See attached IIA  

Climate Change implications: None 

Corporate Plan: Empower our residents 
Deliver effective services 

Risk Assessment: Contained within the report  

Background Papers: Housing Board report 09 March 2022, 
‘Homelessness Review and Homelessness and 
Rough Sleeping Strategy’ 

Appendices: APPENDIX A: Summary of consultation 
responses 
APPENDIX B: Homelessness Review 
APPENDIX C: Homelessness and Rough 
Sleeping Strategy 
APPENDIX D: Action Plan 
APPENDIX E: IIA 
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